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This is the tale of the Mid-East part of a world tour conducted by a team of reporters and photographers in
connection with the publication in ‘Flight’ magazine, titled “The Queens’s Air Forces’

Our story starts at RAF Fayid, where a super-team of aircrew were selected to fly the paparazzi around our
patch. The aircraft was Valetta VW157 of 204/(84) Squadron crewed by:-

Flt Lt Bob Buckley, Nav Flg Off Malcolm Fish, Sig Sgt Gordon Heasman who’s performance was

being route-checked by the Signals Leader Flg Off Sid Evans.

The route was (wait for it!) Luqga El Adem Wadi Halfa Khartoum Khormaksar/Aden Salalah Masirah
Bahrein Habbaniya Fayid, and involved 38.5 flying hours over a period of 1% Feb to 11™ Feb 1953

Photo 1 VW157 in glorious technicolour
2 The important members of the crew discussing the loss of an astrodome in a severe storm while
approaching Bahrein, causing the Sig to lose his hat — “Just keep an eye open, will you”.
3 Bob Buckley and the local “Top-Honcho’ at Salalah — or was it Masirah?
4 Bob, our bus-driver.




